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CHAPTER 1

BACKGROUND TO CONFLICTS
IN THE IGAD REGION

CIRUO MWAURA, GUNTHER BAECHLER,
AND BETHUEL KIPLAGAT

INTRODUCTION

This chapter provides a brief overview of conflicts in the
IGAD region as a background to the development of a conflict
early warning and response mechanism (CEWARN) for the
region, There is an extensive and rich body of literature on
the nature of conflicts in the Horn of Africa that provides in-
depth analysis of the causes and consequences of conflicts in
the region. The aim of this chapter is simply to present some
key background factors that present a challenge to the imple-
mentation of CEWARN and also to set out briefly the key
issues relating to conflicts in pastoral areas along borders, the

entry point chosen for CEWARN.

BACKGROUND

Conflict constitutes perhaps the single greatest barrier
to economic and social development in the IGAD region. The
region has been embroiled in endless wars for more than forty

presents one of the most complex conflict systems

years and re
in the EEE._.__ It has been the site of several armed conflicts (both

intra- and inter-state), severe environmental degradation, and
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