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P Comm mder Edwiard Ellsherg was
commissicoed by the Tnited States Navy
in 1941 o create anaval base in Massswa
and &0 salvage the meatest mass of wrecks
ik the world {including Pear Harbor). In
his book, Lnder The Red Sea Sun, be
WITHE, i e e

“Ini the three harbors of Mascwa and jis
lslands lay & fleet of some 40 vessels,
German and Itatian, Freighters, passenger
shipis, warships, crowded every benth. In
addition, in the north harbor were twa
irreplacephle Aoating steel dry—ocks

“A tomado of cxplosions swept the
3 ioisawa wREIONL 33 Dombs, strateg-
cally placed far below Whedr waler lines,
naval shops were smashed with sledge
hammers. Electric cranes were tipped inky
ihe sca. Everything in the way of destroc-
tiom that Italian ngenmity coald suggest 1o
ke Massawa forever useless o its ap-
proaching cOfMUecT Was painstakioghy
catried theough,

*When the lasd bomb had gone gp and
the last ship had gooc dowm, the lahan
admiral mabbed his hamds in satsfaction
over such a mass of scatfled ships as the
wonld hed never seen before, Then he

44 years later, Mengism’s air force also
trted in . vain (o make Maussawa useless
forever,

# There is a small collection of birds
Broen Erdtvea i the 115 Mational Museim
and the Museum of Verehrate Foology ar
tbe University of Californda During the
carly stages of World War T, when Morth
Adicn wasan importnt battbefiedd, Ameri-
c=n troops wers statoned in Eritres. Two
of them were destined (o spend some tme
in Eritrea and collected birds. Acconbmg
to Hexbert Friedmann of the 175 Mational
Muzeum, Col, LR, Wolfs sent a2 bax

containing cight birds to the muzeun. A
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- was ooforonately Wst in ransit.

Thame Riney sinnilarly lost the balk of
hiz collection, but was able to bring hack
37 birds, which he sent to the Musenrn of
Vertebrate Zoology at the University of
Califormia,

Some of the contenls of the"ﬁfa]fa amd
Ringy collections were described by Herbet
Friedmann in the Journal of e Washing-
ton Academy of Science m 1948, It iy
imdicated there thar the birds were ool-
lected in themonths of Jan/Feh, 1943 from
(Ghinda, Bareotu and 20 km from
Dekemiare. hif

# Thpring the period of Ialian colonial-
isen-in Tirltroa, sn-aparefiies Sysicnn-was
imposed. Mariage between a Enropean
and an Erirean was probibigd, There was
a case in which the Italian Governor of
Eritrea, Perdinando Martind, declaned a
unipn betereen Keshs Marcos Ghimead of
Cruarien and Regina Johansson, a Swed-
ish citizen, 25 * detrimental o the presiige
of the Exropean race.”

Keshe Marcos wras an Ertrean cvange-
Hst who graduated with distinction in
1889 from Jobanneiond Theological Tn-
stitte in Sinckbolm. He came’ back b
Exitrea after being ordaincd by the Arch-
hishop of Uppsala, While in Exitrea, he fell
im ove with 8 Swedish missionary tescher,
Eegina Johansson, and ey martied in
December 1399, Governor Mantind de-
manded “rectification” by forcing the bride
i keave Eritrea in order to mainiain the
SIS guo,

The Swedish Emgchmll:hm'c.h,whu:h L5

was agaimst the marriape, promised Gov-
ertros Martind that no Ertrean wrould be
scot o Sweden for schooling from- then
on, In reten CGovernor Marting allowed
the couple o atay gether inside Eritrea in
a restricted atmosphere. Despite the com-
proemise, Kesiy Marcos and Reging de-
cided @ leave for Sweden m 1922,

{ Dr Arzis Teepeai, Journal of Eriirean
Siulier Vol. IV 19E2).
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